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Preface

The purpose of Significant Changes to the Florida Building Code, 
Residential, 6th Edition (2017), is to familiarize building officials, 
fire officials, plans examiners, inspectors, design professionals, 

contractors, and others in the building construction industry with many 
of the important changes in the Florida Building Code, Residential 
(FBCR). This publication is designed to assist code users in identifying 
the specific code changes that have occurred and understanding the 
reasons behind the changes. It is also a valuable resource for jurisdic-
tions when the new code goes into effect.

Only a portion of the code changes to the FBCR are discussed in this 
book. The changes selected were identified for a number of reasons, in-
cluding their frequency of application, special significance, or change in 
application. However, the importance of the changes not included is not 
to be diminished. Further information on all code changes can be found 
in the Complete Revision History to the 2015 I-Codes, available from the 
International Code Council® (ICC® ) and www.floridabuilding.org. This 
resource collection provides the published documentation for each suc-
cessful code change contained in the base code (2015 International Resi-
dential Code) since the 2012 edition. All Florida-specific amendments 
to the base code can be found under the “Proposed Code Modifications” 
section at www.floridabuilding.org.

Significant Changes to the Florida Building Code, Residential®, 6th 
Edition (2017), is organized into nine parts, each representing a distinct 
grouping of code topics. It is arranged to follow the general layout of the  FBCR, 
including code sections and section number format. The table of contents, in  
addition to providing guidance in the use of this publication, allows for 
a quick identification of those significant code changes that occur in the 
6th Edition (2017) FBCR.

Throughout the book, each change is accompanied by a photograph 
or an illustration to assist in and enhance the reader’s understanding of 
the specific change. A summary and a discussion of the significance of the 
change are also provided. Each code change is identified by type, be it an 
addition, modification, clarification, or deletion.
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The code change itself is presented in a legislative format similar to the 
style utilized for code-change proposals. Deleted code language is shown 
with a strikethrough, whereas new code text is indicated by underlining. 
As a result, the actual 6th Edition (2017) code language is provided, as 
well as a comparison with the 5th Edition (2014) language, so the user 
can easily determine changes to the specific code text.

As with any code-change text, Significant Changes to the Florida 
Building Code, Residential®, 6th Edition (2017) is best used as a com-
panion to the 6th Edition (2017) FBCR. Because only a limited discussion 
of each change is provided, the code itself should always be referenced 
in order to gain a more comprehensive understanding of the code change 
and its application.

The commentary and opinions set forth in this text are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of ICC. In ad-
dition, they may not represent the views of any enforcing agency, as such 
agencies have the sole authority to render interpretations of the FBCR. 
In many cases, the explanatory material is derived from the reasoning  
expressed by code-change proponents.

Comments concerning this publication are encouraged and may be 
directed to ICC at significantchanges@iccsafe.org.

About the Florida Building Code
The Florida Building Code is based on national model building codes 
and national consensus standards, which are amended where necessary 
for Florida’s specific needs. The code incorporates all building construc-
tion-related regulations for public and private buildings in the State of 
Florida other than those specifically exempted by Section 553.73, Florida 
Statutes. It has been harmonized with the Florida Fire Prevention Code, 
which is developed and maintained by the Department of Financial Ser-
vices, Office of the State Fire Marshal, to establish unified and consistent 
standards. 

The base codes for the Sixth Edition (2017) of the Florida Building 
Code include: the International Building Code®, 2015 edition; the Interna-
tional Plumbing Code®, 2015 edition; the International Mechanical Code®, 
2015 edition; the International Fuel Gas Code®, 2015 edition; the Interna-
tional Residential Code®, 2015 edition; the International Existing Building 
Code®, 2015 edition; the International Energy Conservation Code, 2015; the 
National Electrical Code, 2014 edition; and substantive criteria from the 
American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-conditioning Engineers’  
(ASHRAE) Standard 90.1-2013. State and local codes adopted and incor-
porated into the code include the Florida Building Code, Accessibility, 
and special hurricane protection standards for the High-Velocity Hurri-
cane Zone. 

The code is composed of nine main volumes: the Florida Building 
Code, Building, which also includes state regulations for licensed facili-
ties; the Florida Building Code, Plumbing; the Florida Building Code, 
Mechanical; the Florida Building Code, Fuel Gas; the Florida Build-
ing Code, Existing Building; the Florida Building Code, Residential; the 
Florida Building Code, Energy Conservation; the Florida Building Code, 
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Accessibility, and the Florida Building Code, Test Protocols for High-
Velocity Hurricane Zones. Chapter 27 of the Florida Building Code, 
Building, adopts the National Electrical Code, NFPA 70, by reference. 

Acknowledgments
Grateful appreciation is due to many ICC staff members for their gener-
ous assistance in the preparation of this publication. Fred Grable, P.E., ICC 
Senior Staff Engineer, shared his expertise and provided commentary on 
the plumbing provisions. Gregg Gress, ICC Senior Technical Staff, pro-
vided welcome assistance on the mechanical and fuel gas provisions. Larry 
Franks, P.E., ICC Senior Staff Engineer, provided insight into updated struc-
tural provisions, particularly the foundation chapter. Grateful appreciation 
also is due to Peter Kulczyk for use of his photos of residential construction 
in this publication. All contributed to the accuracy and quality of the fin-
ished product.

About the Authors
T. Eric Stafford, P.E.

President, T. Eric Stafford & Associates, LLC

T. Eric Stafford is a registered professional engineer specializing in 
wind hazard mitigation and code development activities. He is cur-
rently President of T. Eric Stafford & Associates and serves as a build-
ing code consultant for various groups including the Institute for 
Business and Home Safety. Stafford partnered with ASCE Press to publish 
the Significant Changes to the Wind Load Provisions of ASCE 7-10 and 
Significant Changes to the Seismic Load Provisions of ASCE 7-10. Staf-
ford has also partnered with International Code Council, Building Offi-
cials Association of Florida, and AIA Florida to publish Commentaries 
on the Florida Building Codes and Commentaries on the North Carolina 
Building Codes. Previously, he served as Vice President/Technical Ser-
vices for the Federal Alliance for Safe Homes. He has a Bachelor of Civil 
Engineering and a Master of Science (Structural emphasis) from Auburn 
University. Stafford is a member of the ASCE 7 Task Committee on Wind 
Loads, a previous member of the National Hurricane Conference Planning 
Committee, Chairman Emeritus of the National Hurricane Conference En-
gineering Topic Committee, a member of the ICC 600 Committee, Former 
Staff Liaison to the SBCCI Wind Load Committee, and former Staff Liaison 
to the International Building Code Structural Code Development Com-
mittee. Stafford is national lecturer on the wind provisions of the Inter-
national Building Code and ASCE 7. Stafford also was Manager of Codes 
for the International Code Council and Director/ Code Development for 
the Southern Building Code Congress. He was the recipient of the 2004 
National Hurricane eConference Hurricane Mitigation Award.

2017_Sig_changes_Florida_Residential.indb   9 8/3/2017   3:51:02 PM



x    PREFACE

Stephen A. Van Note, CBO

International Code Council

Managing Director, Product Development

Stephen A. Van Note is the Managing Director of Product Development for 
the International Code Council (ICC), where he is responsible for devel-
oping technical resource materials in support of the International Codes. 
His role also includes the management, review, and technical editing of 
publications developed by ICC staff members and other expert authors. 
In addition, Steve develops and presents International Residential Code 
seminars nationally. He has over 40 years of experience in the construction 
and building code arena. Prior to joining ICC in 2006, Steve was a building 
official for Linn County, Iowa. Prior to his 15 years at Linn County, he was 
a carpenter and construction project manager for residential, commercial, 
and industrial buildings. A certified building official and plans examiner, 
Steve also holds certifications in several inspection categories.

Sandra Hyde, P.E.

International Code Council

Senior Staff Engineer, Product Development

Sandra Hyde is a Senior Staff Engineer with the International Code Council 
(ICC), where, as part of the Product Development team, she develops 
technical resource materials in support of the structural provisions of the 
International Codes. Her role also includes review and technical editing 
of publications authored by ICC and engineering associations, and the 
presentation of technical seminars on the IRC and IBC structural provi-
sions. Prior to joining ICC in 2010, Sandra worked in manufacturing and 
research of engineered wood products. She is a Registered Civil Engineer 
in Idaho and California.

About the International  
Code Council®

The International Code Council is a member-focused association. It is dedi-
cated to developing model codes and standards used in the design, build, 
and compliance process to construct safe, sustainable, affordable, and re-
silient structures. Most U.S. communities and many global markets choose 
the International Codes® (I-Codes®). ICC Evaluation Service (ICC-ES) is the 
industry leader in performing technical evaluations for code compliance, 
fostering safe and sustainable design and construction.

Government Affairs Office  
500 New Jersey Avenue, NW, 6th Floor  

Washington, DC 20001

Regional Offices 
Birmingham, AL; Chicago, IL; Los Angeles, CA

1-888-422-7233 (ICC-SAFE) 
www.iccsafe.org

2017_Sig_changes_Florida_Residential.indb   10 8/3/2017   3:51:02 PM



� PREFACE    xi

About the Building Officials 
Association of Florida
The Building Officials Association of Florida (BOAF) is a member-driven 
association dedicated to ensuring the health, safety and welfare of the pub-
lic through safe building practices. BOAF equips building professionals 
through education, advocacy, leadership and code development. For more 
information, visit www.boaf.net.

2017_Sig_changes_Florida_Residential.indb   11 8/3/2017   3:51:02 PM




