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CITY OF LOS AN GELES
DE PART MENT OF BUILD ING AND SAFETY

The mis sion of the Depart ment of Build ing and Safety is to pro tect the lives and safety of the res i dents and vis i tors of the City of Los
Angeles and enhance the qual ity of life, hous ing, eco nomic pros per ity, and job cre ation city wide. Through a timely, coop er a tive,
and trans par ent pro cess, the Depart ment advises, guides, and assists cus tom ers to achieve com pli ance with the Build ing,  Zon ing,
Plumb ing, Mechan i cal, Elec tri cal, Dis abled Access, Energy, and Gren Codes and local State laws to build safe, well, and fast.

The Depart ment of Build ing and Safety is the larg est orga ni za tion of its kind in the United States with a ded i cated staff of more than
830 employ ees.  The Depart ment pro vides ser vice to a pop u la tion of more than 3.8 mil lion peo ple in a met ro pol i tan area of more
than 470 square miles with its 12 offices located through out the City.

The Respon si bil i ties of the Depart ment of Build ing and Safety Are Assigned to Four Bureaus:

The Engi neer ing Bureau is pri mar ily respon si ble for the plan check ing, report approval, and per mit issu ance related to
build ing pro jects within pri vately owned prop erty in the City of Los Angeles. In the course of car ry ing out these respon si bil i -
ties, the Engi neer ing Bureau enforces the struc tural, build ing, plumb ing, mechan i cal, elec tri cal, dis abled access, green,
grad ing and zon ing reg u la tions of the City. In addi tion, the Engi neer ing Bureau is respon si ble for review ing appli ca tions for
build ing, plumb ing, mechan i cal and elec tri cal prod uct approv als through its Build ing Research Sec tion, and Elec tri cal and
Mechan i cal Test Lab o ra to ries.

The Inspec tion Bureau is respon si ble for inspec tion of all con struc tion activ i ties for new and exist ing build ings, plumb ing,
mechan i cal, elec tri cal, ele va tor and pres sure ves sel sys tems, the enforce ment of appli ca ble State and local laws relat ing to
exist ing build ings and prop erty, and the admin is tra tion of var i ous spe cial pro grams man dated by the City Coun cil.

The Code Enforce ment Bureau was cre ated as a part of a reor ga ni za tion of code enforce ment func tions in 1999. This
Bureau is respon si ble for the enforce ment of Munic i pal Code require ments for all exist ing build ings in the City of Los
Angeles, except rental multifam ily dwell ings. The Bureau han dles com plaints, cita tions, pro cess ing of vacant and nui sance
build ings for repair or demo li tion, Signs, the Vehi cle Estab lish ment Inspec tion Pro gram and the Proactive Code Enforce -
ment Pro gram among oth ers.

The Resource Man age ment Bureau is respon si ble for the direc tion and coor di na tion of admin is tra tive and finan cial pro -
jects, sys tems devel op ment, train ing and acts as the emer gency disas ter coor di na tor for all Depart ment oper a tions. 

The Board of Build ing and Safety Com mis sion ers:

The Board of Build ing and Safety Com mis sion ers is a five-mem ber board of cit i zens resid ing in the City and appointed by
the Mayor and con firmed by the City Coun cil. The Com mis sion has the author ity to hear and act upon appeals from deter mi -
na tions, orders, or actions of the Depart ment or the Super in ten dent of Build ing, per tain ing to enforce ment of the codes under
the juris dic tion of the Depart ment.  In addi tion, the Com mis sion con ducts pub lic hear ings, as needed, regard ing pro ce dures,
new codes and var i ous func tions of the Depart ment.  Finally, the Com mis sion acts in an advi sory capac ity to the Depart ment
and the Super in ten dent of Build ing.

The Board of Dis abled Access Appeals Com mis sion ers:

The Board of Dis abled Access Appeals Com mis sion ers com prises of five qual i fied per sons appointed by the Mayor and con -
firmed by the City Coun cil. Two mem bers of the com mis sion shall be phys i cally dis abled per sons, and two mem bers shall be
per sons expe ri enced in con struc tion.  The fifth mem ber may be any res i dent of the City of Los Angeles.  The Com mis sion has 
the author ity to hear and act upon appeals from deter mi na tions, orders, or actions of the Depart ment or the Super in ten dent of
Build ing, per tain ing to enforce ment of the dis abled access codes under the juris dic tion of the Dis abled Access Divi sion of
the Depart ment. 
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EF FEC TIVE USE OF THE 
CITY OF LOS AN GELES BUILD ING CODE

The State of Cal i for nia adopted and pub lished the 2013 Cal i for nia Green Build ing Stan dards Code (CALGreen), which made it
man da tory for all cit ies to begin enforc ing on Jan u ary 1, 2014. The City Coun cil for the City of Los Angeles has passed Ordi nance
Num ber 182849 (oper a tive Jan u ary 1, 2014) to add Arti cle 9 of Chap ter 9 of the Los Angeles Munic i pal Code and to adopt and
amend the 2013 edi tion of the CALGreen and here in af ter be called the 2014  edi tion of the City of Los Angeles Green Build ing Stan -
dards Code.

Mar ginal Mark ings

These sym bols indi cate that a City of Los Angeles amend ment has been added to the 2013 CBC. 

This sym bol indi cates a dele tion of IBC or CBC or city of Los Angeles lan guage by the City of Los Angeles.
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