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The purpose of Significant Changes to the International Fire Code®, 
2018 Edition, is to familiarize fire officials, building officials, 
plans examiners, fire inspectors, design professionals and others 

with many of the important changes in the 2018 International Fire Code® 
(IFC®). This publication is designed to assist code users in identifying the 
specific code changes that have occurred and, more important, in under-
standing the reasons behind the changes. It is also a valuable resource for 
jurisdictions in order to help them explain the significance and impact of 
the changes as they go through their code adoption process.

Only a portion of the total number of code changes to the IFC are 
discussed in this book. The changes selected were identified for a num-
ber of reasons, including their frequency of application, special signifi-
cance or change in application. However, the importance of the changes 
not included is not to be diminished. Further information on all code 
changes can be found in the Complete Revision History, available from 
the International Code Council® (ICC®) in 2018, through the online store 
at http://shop.iccsafe.org. This resource collection provides the published 
documentation for each successful code change contained in the 2018 IFC 
since the 2015 edition.

Significant Changes to the International Fire Code, 2018 Edition, is 
arranged to follow the general layout of the IFC, including code sections 
and section number format. The table of contents, in addition to providing 
guidance in the use of this publication, allows for a quick identification of 
those significant code changes that occur in the 2018 IFC.

Throughout the book, each change is accompanied by a photograph 
or an illustration to assist in and enhance the reader’s understanding of 
the specific change. A summary and a discussion of the significance of the 
change are also provided. Each code change is identified by type, be it an 
addition, modification, clarification or deletion.

The code change itself is presented in a legislative format similar to 
the style utilized for code change proposals. Deleted code language is 
shown with a strikethrough, and new code text is indicated by under-
lining. As a result, the actual 2018 code language is provided as well as 

Preface
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a comparison with the 2015 language, so the user can easily determine 
changes to the specific code text.

As with any code change text, Significant Changes to the International 
Fire Code, 2018 Edition, is best used as a companion to the 2018 IFC.  
Because only a limited discussion of each change is provided, the reader 
should reference the code itself in order to gain a more comprehensive 
understanding of the code change and its application.

The commentary and opinions set forth in this text are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of ICC. In ad-
dition, they may not represent the views of any enforcing agency because 
such agencies have the sole authority to render interpretations of the IFC. 
In many cases, the explanatory material is derived from the reasoning ex-
pressed by code change proponents.

Comments concerning this publication are encouraged and may be 
directed to ICC at significantchanges@iccsafe.org.

About the International Fire Code
Fire code officials, fire inspectors, building officials, design profession-
als, contractors and others involved in the field of fire safety recognize 
the need for a modern, up-to-date fire code. The International Fire Code 
(IFC), 2018 Edition, is intended to meet these needs through model code 
regulations that safeguard the public health and safety in all communi-
ties, large and small. The IFC is kept up to date through ICC’s open code 
development process. The provisions of the 2015 edition, along with 
those code changes approved through 2016, make up the 2018 edition.

One in a family of International Codes® published by ICC, the IFC is 
a model code that establishes minimum fire safety requirements for new 
and existing buildings, facilities, storage and processes. It addresses fire 
prevention, fire protection, life safety and safe storage and use of haz-
ardous materials. The IFC provides a total approach of controlling haz-
ards in all buildings and sites, regardless of the hazard being indoors 
or outdoors.

The IFC is a design document. For example, before a building is 
constructed, the site must be provided with an adequate water supply 
for fire-fighting operations and a means of building access for emer-
gency responders in the event of a medical emergency, fire or natural 
or technological disaster. Depending on the building’s occupancy and 
uses, the IFC regulates the various hazards that may be housed within 
the building, including refrigeration systems, application of flammable 
finishes, fueling of motor vehicles, high-piled combustible storage and 
the storage and use of hazardous materials. The IFC sets forth minimum 
requirements for these and other hazards and contains requirements 
for maintaining the life safety of building occupants, the protection 
of emergency responders, and to limit the damage to a building and 
its contents as the result of a fire, explosion or unauthorized hazard-
ous material discharge and electrical systems. The IFC is available 
for adoption and use by jurisdictions internationally. Its use within 
a governmental jurisdiction is intended to be accomplished through 
adoption by reference, in accordance with proceedings establishing the 
jurisdiction’s laws.
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